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Objective
 
To be a catalyst for positive change. 

Qualifications

I am a nationally certified, award-winning social studies teacher, trained historian and social scientist, community organizer, teacher union leader, and state legislator. I have traveled extensively in the course of my studies, and speak several languages with some fluency. I have been politically active in a range of community struggles here and abroad, and ground my teaching, organizing and legislating practices in my understanding of the intersection between communities and public institutions as the primary site for social and political change. As a state legislator, I have used my experiences in the public school classroom and as a union leader to organize my community around issues of public education, climate resilience and emergency preparedness, regenerative agriculture, public health and safety, and economic equality. 
Education

2013

Defended doctoral dissertation in Political Science, UH Mānoa, with distinction
2011 - 2015

Political Education with National Organizers - Union Organizing, HSTA

2008 - 2013

Ph.D. program in Political Science, University of Hawaii at Mānoa

2000 - 2001 
PBSCE-SS, University of Hawaii at Mānoa  

1992 - 1995

Ph.D. program in Chinese History, University of California at Los Angeles (one year spent at Taiwan 
University studying classical Chinese) 
1990 - 1992

Fulbright Scholar, University of Helsinki, Finland

1986 - 1990

Bachelor of Arts with Honors (Political Science and East Asian Studies), University of Southern 
California, Los Angeles (one year spent at Fudan University, Shanghai, China) 

Related Experience
November 2024 – Present: Representative, Hawai’i State House, District 46

As Majority Whip, Vice Chair of the Energy/Environmental Protection Committees, and member of the Agriculture and Judiciary/ Hawaiian Affairs Committees, I continue to work on the issues in my legislative portfolio, but have gotten more involved in state budget issues and more engaged in community organizing around progressive tax revenue generation. After the Lahaina fires, the state had to revisit policies related to climate disaster prevention and mitigation – fortunately, I had organized my community in 2020-2023 around emergency preparedness, so I was very engaged in this work. My district was also expanded to include the military bases in Central O’ahu and vast swathes of agricultural land stretching out to Ka’ena Point, so our office took on community organizing around the imminent expiration of military leases of ceded Hawaiian lands and developing a strong policy package around protection of agricultural land and delimitation of acceptable agricultural practices. We have also successfully organized community to prevent a landfill from being sited over a precious aquifer in our district and intervened in misuse of agricultural and conservation land in the district by offshore corporations.
November 2022 – November 2024 Representative, Hawai’i State House, District 46

As Chair of the House Committee on Higher Education and as a member of the Agriculture and Energy/Environmental Protection Committees, my legislative efforts in this term focused on addressing the issues faced by our statewide public university system. I introduced legislation (that ultimately passed this year) reforming our approach to resident tuition, creating policy discussions around student basic needs, providing targeted and robust funding for the university’s land grant agricultural department (CTAHR), and investing in long-overlooked student housing improvements. I also introduced legislation, organizing with students, parents and community, that would have expanded our Hawaii Promise program to include our four year universities. I continued to champion full funding for public education, interruption of the school-to-prison pipeline through criminal justice reform, and land use practices that support regenerative agriculture and culturally grounded conservation, consistent with the protections in our Hawaii State Constitution. As Majority Whip, I supported my colleagues with conflict resolution practices and strategy development to address the corruption scandal that rocked the body in 2022. Those reform efforts continue to the present.
November 2020 – November 2022: Representative, Hawai’i State House, District 46

As Vice Chair of the House Committee on Agriculture and as a member of the Energy and Environmental Protection Committee, my legislative efforts in this term focused on addressing the climate crisis by developing programs to sequester carbon through better agricultural practices, strengthen food waste diversion and composting, building strong farm-to-school and farm-to-state procurement systems, working at the intersection of the DOE and DOT to advocate for Safe Routes to Schools infrastructure, and working with legislative colleagues to push for more future-focused CTE standards and teacher training. As the Co-Convenor of the Keiki Caucus, I recreated a High School Legislative Internship for public high school students, and for multiple years, worked with advocates from over 130 organizations to develop child-centered bill packages for the caucus, educating the community about issues related to child welfare and issues in public education. 

November 2018 – November 2020: Representative, Hawai’i State House, District 46
I ran for office in 2018 as part of a larger national teacher union movement to enter electoral politics in an organized, collective and concerted way. My organizing campaigns have always centered public school teachers, students and schools, and I have consistently used both my public platform and my legislative power to fight for the ‘Schools Our Keiki Deserve.’ I introduced, in my first term, omnibus legislation centered on the Schools Our Keiki Deserve campaign, many components of which have been adopted by the legislature. In the months leading up to the 2020 election, I, as the Executive Director of the Civic Education Council, created the Just Futures Project to elevate student voice. In that same role, I also resurrected Kids Voting Hawaii, which by 2024 brought more than 43,000 K-12 students into the electoral process. As Co-Chair of the Hawai’i State Judiciary’s newly created Commission to Promote and Advance Civic Education, I am collaborating with commissioners from multiple sectors to develop a more robust, place-based and dynamic approach to civic education in Hawai’i. In this term, I served as the Vice Chair of Education, as member of the Agriculture and Energy/Environmental Protection Committees, State Lead for the National Conference of Environmental Legislators, and was appointed to a number of boards and commissions related to juvenile justice, data modernization, and teacher preparation.
July 2015 – July 2018: Secretary-Treasurer, Hawaii State Teachers Association
In my short tenure as HSTA Secretary-Treasurer, I worked hard to shift the union more towards a model of teacher unionism grounded in social justice organizing. With a grant secured from NEA, I followed the lead of other organizing teacher unions around the country to develop an approach for Hawai’i based on common good bargaining and student-centered advocacy, developing not only the research-based “School Our Keiki Deserve” report but also the teacher workgroup that did much of the research for the report. This teacher group became the foundation for HSTA’s Speakers Bureau, a group of teachers that catalyzed change not only in public discourse, challenging education deformers’ arguments and policies publicly, but also engaging with community organizations, the legislature and the Board of Education to shift the conversation about public schools and the teaching profession. Still working as a full-time teacher, I used my role as Secretary-Treasurer to start collaborative conversations with community organizations like INPEACE, so as to develop the union’s engagement in a ‘Grow Our Own’ approach to teacher workforce development. I also worked with others to further our state affiliate’s challenge to institutionalized racism, created multiple well-attended forums and workshops in 2017, and a series of workshops that led to the development of a social justice section of HSTA’s professional development profile. I was also deeply engaged in community organizing across the state during this time period,, not only in my work with Aikea and HAPA, two grassroots progressive organizations, but also with the governor’s office and the ESSA Task Force.

July 2004 – July 2018: Certified/ Tenured Social Studies Teacher, Mililani High School, Mililani

My primary responsibilities in the classroom include modifying social studies curriculum, classroom environment, and assessment methods to best meet the needs of fully mainstreamed students with varying levels of readiness. Besides teaching regular U.S.  History and A.P.U.S. History, I have developed a place-based approach to a traditional senior social studies elective, A. P. Government and Politics. I have also developed an interdisciplinary Pre-AP course at Mililani High School on Modern History of Hawaii and Participation in Democracy, which has become the cornerstone of a very successful and widely praised high school social studies program within the public school system in Hawaii. 

Outside of the regular classroom, I worked to strengthen both history and civics education at Mililani High School by implementing and helping other teachers to implement National History Day, ‘We the People’ and Project Citizen initiatives. I also initiated Mock Trial and ‘We the People’ teams in 2005, teams that went on to become state champions from 2009-2015. I have helped to organize ten annual Mililani High School History Day competitions, and facilitated student excellence at the district, state, and national History Day competitions, including mentoring students on multiple projects that have placed within the top ten in the nation. 

And while dialogues with students provide the lifeblood of my learning experiences, collaboration with other teachers has helped me to articulate and embrace my responsibilities as community builder more consistently. Because I want to continue to grow and learn, I engage in extensive and varied professional development educational experiences related to U.S. History, Hawaiian history and civic education every year, including serving as an AP reader for College Board U.S. Government and Politics exam every summer through 2014. I have also served as a trainer for the School Violence Prevention Demonstration Program and Project Citizen for the state of Hawaii, with the support of the Center for Civic Education. As a member of a teacher-student-community group, Hui Malama O Mililani, I have been working with several inspirational social studies and science teachers to develop interdisciplinary and community centered, place-based civic education in Hawaii, which is coalescing into an international program (Y.E.S. Futures). Finally, I served as a lead kumu (or teacher) for Modern Hawaiian History within the Punahou PUEO program (for DOE students) from 2007-2009, and lead kumu and academy director for the PUEO program, supervising, coordinating and evaluating staff, in 2010-2011. 

July 2000 – June 2004: Certified Teacher, Highlands Intermediate School and Kapolei Middle School

Responsibilities included modifying social studies curriculum, classroom organization, and assessment methods to best meet the needs of fully mainstreamed students with varying levels of readiness. Increased understanding of middle school philosophy, priorities and school structure.  Engaged in positive professional development in areas of classroom management, developmentally appropriate curriculum design and student motivation through goal setting.  Organized school-wide Washington D.C. trips and student involvement in district-wide History Day competition. As team leader, organized and developed interdisciplinary unit plans, most importantly a year-long civics education program built around the ‘We the People’ and Project Citizen initiatives.     

1998-2000
Management in the Service Industry


Managed ‘front of the house’ staff in large (35 employee) restaurant at the 1998 World’s Fair in Lisboa, Portugal, from late fall 1997-September 1998. From October 1998-2000, I managed the front of the house for Ed Kenney’s Café Monsarrat in Honolulu, with responsibilities of hiring, supervising, and evaluating a small staff of 15 employees, until I was badly injured in a surfing accident.
1994-1995 Teaching Assistant, University of California at Los Angeles

Responsibilities including guiding undergraduate discussion sessions, coordinating teaching efforts with professor, evaluating written work and monitoring progress of students.

Professor: Benjamin Elman, World History

1991-1992:
Visiting Lecturer, University of Helsinki, Finland

Responsibilities included teaching two seminars, “Women and Gender History in Late Modern Europe” and “Gender, Social Theory and Philosophy.” 
Publications

“Women and Gender in Late Imperial and Republican China,” in UCLA Historical Journal, 1994, Vol. 14, p. 274-294. 

The Wage-Gap Movement in Finland:  The Radicalization of the Women’s Labor Movement.  Abo Akademi Press, 1992.

Recognition and Leadership Roles
2025
Toll Fellow (CSG)

2025
NCSL Agriculture Task Force, Member


2024
Top Three Finalist for NAEP Board
2024
Outstanding Legislator, Hawaii Child and Youth Services Network
2023 – Present
Standing Committee Member of the Agriculture Committee of NCSL
2023 – Present
Juvenile Justice State Advisory Council, Chair of Policy Subcommittee
2023 – Present
Hawaii Data Task Force, Member
2023 – Present
Access Hawaii Commission
2023 – 2025
Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education – Legislative Advisory Council Member
2023 – Present
University of Hawaii College of Education Alumni Association
2023 – Present 
Friends of the Hawaii Judiciary History Center, Board Member
2022
Legislative Energy Horizon Institute (LEHI)
2022
CSG Western Leadership Academy (WLA)
2022
Majority Whip for the Hawai’i State House
2022
Chair of Higher Education & Majority Whip in the Hawai’i State House
2021
Vice-Chair of the Education Committee of National Conference for State Legislatures (NCSL)
2020 - Present
Co-Chair of the Hawaii State Judiciary’s Commission to Promote and Advance Civic Education
2018 – Present
Standing Committee Member of the Education Committee of NCSL
2020

Vice Chair of the Agriculture Committee in the Hawai’i State House

2018 – Present
Executive Director of the Civic Education Council (Public Education Nonprofit)
2018 – 2019
Vice-Chair of the Education Committee in the Hawai’i State House
2018

Elected to the Hawai’i State House, District 46 

2018 – Present
National Judge for National History Day, University of Maryland
2017 – 2018
Hawaii Certification Institute for School Leaders

2016

Governor’s ESSA Task Force–Sole Secondary Teacher 
2016 

National Teacher Standards Board Certification (renewed)
2015 – 2016 
Elected Secretary-Treasurer for Hawaii State Teachers Association(“HSTA”)
2015

Hawaii State Social Studies Content Panel – C3 Framework Standards
2015 

James Madison Fellowship for American Constitutionalism
2014 

Hawaii Representative – Social Studies Assessment Curriculum Initiative (SSACI)

2014

Course Development Consultant for Hawaii DOE E-School (MHH)
2013 – Present 
Project Coordinator: Hawaii State High School Legislative Internship

2008 – 2014  
College Board Reader – U.S. Government and Politics A.P Exam

2012 – 2014
State Social Studies Content Panel (MHS Social Studies Dept. Chair since 2009)

2012 

Top Five Finalist for National Gilder-Lehrman Outstanding History Teacher Award

2011

Daughters of American Revolution History Teacher of the Year Award (Hawaii)

2010

Nominated for Gilder-Lehrman Outstanding History Teacher Award, March 2010

2009 

Kenneth Behring Outstanding History Day Teaching Award

2009 

Hawaii History Day Teacher of the Year (Hawaii Council for Humanities)


2007 

National Teacher Standards Board Certification
2007

Walmart/PDK Hawaii Teacher of the Year

2006

NCSS Delegate to China (Delegation examining social studies education)
Activities and Interests

Parenting, surfing, running, reading historical fiction, writing political analysis, horseback riding (former professional jockey).

